More Research Supports Family Solutions Program’s Effectiveness in Richland School District Two 

Columbia, South Carolina
In the report to the SC Department of Education summarizing the 2009-2010 results, Richland School District Two concludes that Family Solutions was very effective in deterring at risk students from dropping out of school.  The report states: Our efforts focused primarily on those students and families who were placed in an alternative school setting as a final alternative to expulsion. Since these students in our project had already exhausted the interventions made at their respective schools, the population that we targeted was at even higher risk of being excluded from school attendance overall, versus those students identified as only “at risk” and were placed in an alternative school program. We addressed problems of the identified population by continuing to provide the Family Solutions Program. 
Our school district is strongly committed to involving parents and other family members in services aimed at reducing the expulsion and drop out rate of its students. FSP, by its very nature, requires parents and other family members to participate along with the identified at risk student. The Family Solutions multi-family group program was our primary intervention strategy with alternative school families. One of the strengths of the FSP is its structure, clear leader information, and interactive exercises. 
Of the 207 students who participated in the FSP during the 2009-2010 academic year: 
· 90% of the students in the program remained in school in our district through the end of the year
· 81% were promoted to the next grade level
· Only 14% received a subsequent recommendation of expulsion but only 4% students were actually expelled  
· Within our target population, 9 of the 11 seniors graduated in May 2010

· Only 2 (0.97%) students were sent to family court for truancy 
Richland 2 is convinced that FSP is a best practice program for its schools.  The report goes on to state: Our data supports the belief that students who participate in services that include parents and other family members will be less likely to be put out of school, to drop out of school, to be truant from school; and will, therefore, be more likely to remain in school and graduate from school on time. Our outcomes strongly support the fact that “when” a student and his/her family are more positively engaged in school, he or she will be more academically successful. 
What we know is that the FSP has been used successfully in our district to more positively engage families in the education process and to reduce the likelihood of failing, going to court for truancy, or being expelled from school. Students who participate in the Family Solutions Program are much less likely to be referred to the court for truancy or be expelled during the school year in which they received services. Ideally, the program would be used to “prevent” serious disciplinary problems and/or recommendations of expulsion.
As a result of our efforts to provide the Family Solutions Program and other family support services to at risk students in the school system, we continue to be contacted by other school systems for information and advice.
